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§1.501(c)(16)-1 Corporations organized
to finance crop operations.

A corporation organized by a farm-
ers’ cooperative marketing or pur-
chasing association, or the members
thereof, for the purpose of financing
the ordinary crop operations of such
members or other producers is exempt,
provided the marketing or purchasing
association is exempt under section 521
and the financing corporation is oper-
ated in conjunction with the mar-
keting or purchasing association. The
provisions of §1.521-1 relating to a re-
serve or surplus and to capital stock
shall also apply to corporations coming
under this section.

§1.501(c)(17)-1 Supplemental unem-

ployment benefit trusts.

(a) Requirements for qualification. (1) A
supplemental unemployment benefit
trust may be exempt as an organiza-
tion described in section 501(c)(17) if
the requirements of subparagraphs (2)
through (6) of this paragraph are satis-
fied.

(2) The trust is a valid, existing trust
under local law and is evidenced by an
executed written document.

(3) The trust is part of a written plan
established and maintained by an em-
ployer, his employees, or both the em-
ployer and his employees, solely for the
purpose of providing supplemental un-
employment compensation benefits (as
defined in section 501(c)(17)(D) and
paragraph (b)(1) of §1.501(c)(17)-1).

(4) The trust is part of a plan which
provides that the corpus and income of
the trust cannot (in the taxable year,
and at any time thereafter, before the
satisfaction of all liabilities to employ-
ees covered by the plan) be used for, or
diverted to, any purpose other than the
providing of supplemental unemploy-
ment compensation benefits. Thus, if
the plan provides for the payment of
any benefits other than supplemental
unemployment compensation benefits
as defined in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the trust will not be entitled to
exemption as an organization described
in section 501(c)(17). However, the pay-
ment of any necessary or appropriate
expenses in connection with the admin-
istration of a plan providing supple-
mental unemployment compensation
benefits shall be considered a payment
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to provide such benefits and shall not
affect the qualification of the trust.

(5) The trust is part of a plan whose
eligibility conditions and benefits do
not discriminate in favor of employees
who are officers, shareholders, persons
whose principal duties consist of super-
vising the work of other employees, or
highly compensated employees. See
sections 401(a)(3)(B) and 401(a)(4) and
§§1.401-3 and 1.401-4. However, a plan is
not discriminatory within the meaning
of section 501(c)(17)(A)(iii), relating to
the requirement that the benefits paid
under the plan be nondiscriminatory,
merely because the benefits received
under the plan bear a uniform relation-
ship to the total compensation, or the
basic or regular rate of compensation,
of the employees covered by the plan.
Accordingly, the benefits provided for
highly paid employees may be greater
than the benefits provided for lower
paid employees if the benefits are de-
termined by reference to their com-
pensation; but, in such a case, the plan
will not qualify if the benefits paid to
the higher paid employees bear a larger
ratio to their compensation than the
benefits paid to the lower paid employ-
ees bear to their compensation. In ad-
dition, section 501(c)(17)(B) sets forth
certain other instances in which a plan
will not be considered discriminatory
(see paragraph (c) of §1.501(c)(17)-2).

(6) The trust is part of a plan which
requires that benefits are to be deter-
mined according to objective stand-
ards. Thus, a plan may provide simi-
larly situated employees with benefits
which differ in kind and amount, but
may not permit such benefits to be de-
termined solely in the discretion of the
trustees.

(b) Meaning of terms. The following
terms are defined for purposes of sec-
tion 501(c)(17):

(1) Supplemental unemployment com-
pensation benefits. The term supple-
mental unemployment compensation bene-
fits means only:

(i) Benefits paid to an employee be-
cause of his involuntary separation
from the employment of the employer,
whether or not such separation is tem-
porary, but only when such separation
is one resulting directly from a reduc-
tion in force, the discontinuance of a



